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TRAINING DISCLAIMER 

 

These materials were developed by K & A First Aid, Inc. and SDSWriter, LLC, and are intended 

to assist employers, workers, and others as they strive to improve workplace health and safety. 

While we attempt to thoroughly address specific topics, it is not possible to include discussion of 

everything necessary to ensure a healthy and safe working environment in a presentation of this 

nature. Thus, this information must be understood as a tool for addressing workplace hazards, 

rather than an exhaustive statement of an employer’s legal obligations, which are defined by 

statute, regulations, and standards. Likewise, to the extent that this information references 

practices or procedures that may enhance health or safety, but which are not required by a 

statute, regulation, or standard, it cannot, and does not, create additional legal obligations. 

Finally, over time, regulators may modify rules and interpretations in light of new technology, 

information, or circumstances; to keep apprised of such developments, or to review information 

on a wide range of occupational safety and health topics, you can visit regulatory web sites such 

as the Department of Transportation at www.dot.gov or OSHA’s website at www.osha.gov. 
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 GHS/HAZCOM – objectives 

 Regulatory Conflicts 

 SDS requirement vs. material use 

 Under valuing or over valuing data 

 Can you burn water? 

 Accuracy 

 What’s Next 
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 To enhance the protection of human health and the 
environment by providing an internationally comprehensible 
system for hazard communication 

 To provide a recognized framework for countries without an 
existing system 

 To reduce the need for testing and evaluation of chemicals; and 

 To facilitate international trade in chemicals whose hazards 
have been properly assessed and identified on an international 
basis 

 Source: https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/2024_purpose_e.pdf 
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 The GHS was adopted in 2002 at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (Johannesburg) 

 The GHS covers 
◦ Transportation 

◦ Pesticides 

◦ Occupational Safety and Health 

◦ Waste Characterization 

◦ Prevention of Accidents 

 Allows countries to choose building blocks according 
to need 

   
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Who takes precedence? 

 OSHA 

 EPA 

 DOT 

 ECHA 

 REACH 

 Other  
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 The Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) adopted the GHS for 
the Hazard Communication Standard 
29CFR1910.1200 in 2012. 

 OSHA did not adopt all of the GHS 

 OSHA added requirements 

 Biological hazards are not covered 
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 Biological hazards may have SDSs created but are not 
required by HAZCOM 

 Pesticides may or may not require a SDS depending 
upon when they were approved or had approval 
updated 

 HAZCOM requires the classification of hazards of all 
chemicals. 

 SDSs are only required for hazardous chemicals. 
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 HAZCOM does not apply to; 
◦ Hazardous Waste 

◦ Tobacco 

◦ Wood products 

◦ CPSC articles 

◦ Food/alcoholic beverages 

◦ FDA regulated material 

◦ Cosmetics 

◦ Nuisance particulates or ionizing radiation 
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HAZCOM & Pesticides; 
◦ This PR Notice updates and clarifies EPA’s determination in 

PR Notice 92-41 that a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) 
(also referred to as a Safety Data Sheet (SDS)) that 
accompanies a pesticide product is considered part of the 
pesticide’s labeling but may accompany a pesticide product 
without notification to or approval by the Agency, provided 
such labeling is consistent with the 40 CFR Part 156 
labeling requirements.  
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HAZCOM & Pesticides; 
◦ EPA regards SDSs for pesticides to be labeling when they 

accompany the pesticide. PR Notice 92-4 (October 1992) 
explains EPA’s policy to allow SDSs to accompany pesticides 
so long as they do not obscure or conflict with the labeling 
approved by EPA. Should an SDS conflict with the approved 
labeling, it could be misleading to users of the pesticide and 
therefore cause the pesticide to be considered misbranded 
and unlawful for sale or distribution.   
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 EPCRA uses SDSs to determine the nature of 
the chemical as hazardous or not. 

 EPCRA does not regulate SDS generation. 

 EPCRA requires SDSs to go to the LEPC & 
SERC. 

 EPCRA requires a chemical inventory 
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HAZCOM & DOT; 
◦ OSHA pictograms do not replace the diamond-shaped labels 

that the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) requires for 
the transport of chemicals, including chemical drums, 
chemical totes, tanks or other containers. Those labels must 
be on the external part of a shipped container and must meet 
the DOT requirements set forth in 49 CFR 172, Subpart E. If a 
label has a DOT transport pictogram, Appendix C.2.3.3 of the 
HCS states that the corresponding HCS pictogram shall not 
appear.  
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HAZCOM & DOT; 
◦ If the carrier is asking you for an SDS for your 

hazardous materials/dangerous goods shipment, it 
does not mean that you have to comply. The SDS is in 
no way considered to be a dangerous goods shipping 
document and is never required in the shipping process 
by any mode.  However, carriers are generally private 
companies and can ask for anything they want as a 
matter of their company policy.  

B 



5/8/2024 

9 

Copyright SDSWriter, LLC &  
K & A First Aid and Safety, Inc., 2024 

 Exempt from both EPCRA and HAZCOM 
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E.G. Pharmaceuticals 
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HAZCOM does not apply to: 

 Any drug, as that term is defined in the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), when it 
is in solid, final form for direct administration to the 
patient (e.g., tablets or pills); drugs which are packaged 
by the chemical manufacturer for sale to consumers in a 
retail establishment (e.g., over-the-counter drugs); and 
drugs intended for personal consumption by employees 
while in the workplace (e.g., first aid supplies); 
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 FDA submission data can be confusing as it is 
pharmacological data and toxicological data. 

 A sealed prepackaged powder drug that is not intended 
to be repackaged or administered to a patient by a worker 
(e.g., nurse), but is intended to be opened only by the 
patient and self-administered, would be exempt… 

 Powder drugs, including lyophilized powders for injection, 
that need to be reconstituted by a worker (e.g., nurse or 
pharmacist) are not in final form and do not fall under the 
29 CFR § 1910.1200(b)(6)(vii) exemption, and thus, are 
covered… 
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 …the pharmacist/pharmacy technician who counts 
pills, tablets, or capsules in preparation for 
packaging are handling the drugs in a matter that 
would potentially result in exposure to hazardous 
dust from crumbled pills, tablets, or capsules.  

 Repackaging of pills, capsules, or tablets is a process 
that is considered manufacturing, and therefore 
covered… 

 Manufacturing of pharmaceuticals are covered.  
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 What do you do if the SDS says it is extremely 
hazardous or requires a higher level of PPE 
than is practical? 

 What do you do if the SDS says it is not 
hazardous when it is? 
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 Causes undue burden on workers. 

 Reduces faith in accuracy. 

 Can affect regulatory compliance. 
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How do you treat exposure to soap. 
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Global Harmonization System 

International Fire Code 
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 Definitions do not necessarily match 

 Be careful using rating assigned 

 Use raw data 

 May need to research outside of SDS 

 What about inventories? 
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